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THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS IN 1929-30. 


THE SECRETARY-GENERAL’S REPORT.(') 


HIS Report is of great interest as it is the main index of the 
measure of international co-operation during the period 
between the Tenth Assembly and its successor. It has been 

a period of Conferences, and shows how the conference habit has 
become part of the accepted scientific machinery for the conduct of 
international affairs. Some of these conferences, e.g., on the Treat- 
ment of Foreigners and on the Progressive Codification of Inter- 
national*Law, were the first results of work in progress for several 
years ; others, e.g., on Abolition of Import and Export Prohibitions, 
ete., met to try and complete arrangements previously approved ; 
finally, the Conference on the Limitation of Naval Armaments held in 
London in the early months of 1930, though not strictly speaking a 
League conference, was a direct result of its past work, and bound up 
with its future progress towards the first World Conference on 
Disarmament. 


I. LEGAL QUESTIONS. 

From March 13th to April 12th a Conference on Codification of 
International Law met at The Hague on the subjects of nationality, 
territorial waters, and the responsibility of States for damage to 
foreigners in their territory. The following Convention and Protocols 
were signed: A Convention on certain questions relating to the 
conflict of nationality (signed by 30 States), a Protocol on military 
obligations in case of double nationality (by 20 States), a Protocol on 
a certain case of Statelessness (by 24 States), and a Protocol on 
Stateslessness (by 15 States). The various Governments will now 
study the recommendations of the Conference on its various subjects 
before a further decision is made. 

A Committee of Experts considered the Amendment of the 
Covenant to bring it into line with the Pact, from February 25th to 
March 5th, and specific amendments were adopted to Article 12 (para. 1), 
Article 13 (para. 4) and Article 15 (paras. 6 and 7, with an extra para- 
graph, 7, bis). The Assembly will fully discuss these amendments, 
which are of special interest as they are linked up with the problem 
of sanctions, on which there is no general agreement as yet. 

The delays in ratifying Conventions were also examined ; further 
publicity was recommended, and reference made to the value of 
educative work on the subject by various organisations interested in 
the League. 


Il. PoLITICAL QUESTIONS. 

On the whole, it was a peaceful year in this respect. The Hungarian 
Optants dispute, which had obtained an unheard-of publicity at 
various meetings of the Council, was finally settled as part of the 


(1) League Document, A, 6. 1930. 
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general reparations agreement signed at Paris on April 28th, and was 
withdrawn from the Council agenda. 

In January there was a brief flare-up of the Bolivian-Paraguay 
dispute on the Chaco Boreal, which the League, co-operating with 
the Pan-American Union, had headed away from war in 1929. The 
Council once more made strong representations in the interests of 
peace, and within a short time both Governments informed it that 
the new controversy was settled and diplomatic relations happily 


restored. 


III. REDUCTION OF ARMAMENTS. 

The work of the League’s Reparatory Commission for the 
Disarmament Conference was held up by the London Naval Conference, 
the results of which were bound to affect the Commission’s work on 
a preliminary Draft Convention. As the Conference still left agree- 
ment between France and Italy in the air the session of the League’s 
Commission has been postponed till November, 1930. 


IV. ARBITRATION AND SECURITY. 
This sub-committee of the Preparatory Commission met from 
April 28th to May 9th. It approached the all-important problem of the 


prevention of war from three angles :— 
(1) It produced a preliminary draft Convention for strengthen- 


ing the means of preventing war (on the lines of the Model Treaty 


of the 9th Assembly), which, however, contained two texts, owing 
to division of opinion on the compulsory character of the Council’s 
military proposals in the event of war or threat of war, the super- 
vision of these, and the application of sanctions to Powers which 
might refuse to adopt them. 

(2) On the basis of work already done by the International 
Air Navigation Commission and the League’s Committee on 
Transit, it considered the question of communications affecting 
the League in time of crisis. It forwarded to the Assembly a 
resolution on the rules to be applied by members of the League 
in view of Covenant obligations. 

(3) It approved a final draft Convention on Financial 
Assistance to States the victims of aggression. The principle 
here is that a State attacked in violation of international obligations 
has a right to financial assistance. Discretionary power should be 
retained by the Council to grant financial help even before a war 
if one party had refused to take measures to safeguard the peace. 


V. ECONOMICS. 

A Conference on Concerted Economie Action sat from February 
17th to March 24th, mainly of European States. This was part of an 
effort by the last Assembly to ensure closer economic relations between 
the countries and the Governments of the countries in Europe. A 
Commercial Convention was adopted by which the States which have 
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consolidated their Customs duties in commercial treaties undertake 
(with some exceptions) not to denounce them before April ist, 1931, 
i.e., to a conditional and temporary stabilisation of their tariff situation. 
It will come into force after November, 1930. More important was a 
supplement to this Convention in the shape of a programme of future 
negotiations for concerted action to secure closer economic relations 
and a more rational system of production and trade. 

A Conference on the Treatment of Foreigners met in Paris from 
November 5th to December 4th, 1929. It failed, however, to attain 
the real object in view, which was to secure the adoption of more 
advanced principles than are generally inserted in the provisions of 
bilateral treaties for the treatment of foreigners, so it was decided to 
regard this session as preliminary and to hold a second Conference, 
if possible, at the end of 1930, in the hope of making a real advance 
on the existing situation. 

The third Conference on the Abolition of Import and Export 
Prohibitions and Restrictions met in Paris from December 5th to 
December 20th, 1929, and the third Conference on Hides, Skins and 
Bones, from August 29th to September 29th. The result of the first is, 
so far, unsatisfactory, as the refusal of one if not two signatory States 
to ratify has practically negatived any advance. As a result of the 
second, the first collective arrangement in respect of tariffs concluded 
under the League, these articles have been subject to no prohibition 
or restriction in eighteen States since October, 1929. 


VI. FINANCIAL QUESTIONS. 

The League’s remarkable work for the Settlement of Refugees 
in Greece terminates at the close of the year. Two thousand settle- 
ments and much property will be handed over to the Greek Govern- 
ment, which will take on the task of collecting the debts of the refugees. 
A full report of the six years’ work will be issued in September. Two 
hundred thousand families have been settled. The production of 
cereals in Greece has been increased by 50 per cent., and the production 
of tobacco is now threefold. The work of the Settlement Commission 
is a unique example of a large scale experiment in handling immigration 
and unemployment. 


VII. TRANSIT. 

Each year the volume of the League’s routine work for improving 
European communications increases. A special item of interest 
this year is an agreement with the Swiss Government and the Société 
Radio-Suisse for establishing a Wireless Station to ensure independent 
communications for the League in an emergency. 


VIII. HEALTH. 

A great area has been covered by the Health Organisation in 
answer, to a large extent, to direct appeals from a number of States 
for assistance in creating or re-organising their Public Health 
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Administrations. The Chinese National Government submitted a 
detailed programme for health re-organisation, including reform of 
quarantine services, establishment of hospitals, the improvement of 
medical education, etc. The Medical Director of the League’s Health 
Organisation has been asked to help to carry these reforms into effect. 

Preliminary work is under weigh in re-organising Bolivia's health 
services, and health re-construction in Greece is now being carried 
out, on the basis of new technical services and a school of hygiene. 

The Health Organisation has also been assisting the Bulgarian 
Government’s enquiries into infant mortality in the Argentine, Brazil, 
Chile and Uruquay. A Conference of South American States on 
this subject meets at Lima in the autumn. It has been helping 
Latin-American countries to study leprosy, and the Government of 
India to examine the most suitable methods of the prevention of 
malaria. 

The value of the League’s expert advice on infant mortality and 
infant welfare is indicated by the fact that the health authorities in 
Denmark, Spain, Japan, Roumania, Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia 
have declared their wish to carry out similar investigations. 


IX. MANDATES. 

The Mandates Commission has held three sessions (of which one on 
recent events in Palestine is not included in the Report). In its 
session from November 6th to November 26th, 1929, there was a 
discussion on the conditions which should be fulfilled (the case in view 
being that of Irak) before the mandatory régime could be brought to 
an end in a territory. The Commission has been asked to reach a 
definite conclusion on this matter at a future session. 

The Mandates Commission examined the administration of 
Western Samoa, comparing the Report of the New Zealand Govern- 
ment with a Report of an enquiry, forwarded by the same Government, 
into finance and administration. The Commission regretted the state 
of affairs revealed by the latter Report, but said there was no evidence 
of action contrary to the Mandate. The Administration’s intentions 
and efforts in matters of public health, education and economic develop- 
ment were good ; but the method of recruiting officials and ensuring 
financial control were at present unsatisfactory. 


X. SLAVERY. 
An International Commission of enquiry is at present examining 
conditions in Liberia, to see if forced labour and slavery exist there. 


XI. MINORITIES. 

The Council has considered a number of petitions—some of them 
from German Minorities in Upper Silesia. The new procedure, 
instituted in June, 1929, is reviewed and will be discussed by the 


coming Assembly. 
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XII. HUMANITARIAN QUESTIONS. 

(1) Progress in suppressing the Traffic in Women is reviewed. 
Great emphasis is laid on the growing importance of the question of 
the abolition of licensed houses, and it is proposed to prohibit the 
employment of foreign women in these. The enquiry by experts in 
1927 into the effect of this licensed-house system on the traffic has 
been extended to the countries in the Orient. 

(2) The Child Welfare Committee, in its April session, continued 
its discussion of draft Conventions for the Return of Children and 
Young People to their Homes and on Assistance for Foreign Minors. 
It also examined the recognition and enforcement of maintenance 
orders abroad, the legal status of illegitimate children, and the 
auxiliary services of Juvenile Courts. 

(3) The current year’s work for the suppression of the Traffic in 
Opium and Dangerous Drugs has been of unquestioned importance. 
The Advisory Committee, in the longest session it has ever held, from 
January 20th to February 14th, 1930, produced a plan for the direct 
limitation of the manufacture of narcotics, which centres round three 
points— , 
(a) The fixing of the total amount of drugs to be manufactured 

annually ; 

(B) The allocation of this amount to the manufacturing 
countries ; 

(c) The distribution of this amount in such a way as to ensure 
that each consuming country shall receive the drugs required for 
its medical and scientific needs. 

The Governments are asked for their comments within three months, 
and a Conference on drug manufacture is proposed for December Ist, 
1930. 

The Committee noted that the countries of Central and South 
America were slow to ratify or sign the Opium Convention. 

Many important cases of illicit traffic came to light during the 
year, e.g., in Egypt, of supplies obtained from Switzerland and 
France. 

The Permanent Central Opium Board has held three sessions, 
studying the statistics received, and taking steps to secure the required 
figures and information from the Governments. 


XIIT. REFUGEES. 

In 1929 some 4,290 Armenians were settled as colonists in Syria 
and Lebanon, and 2,643 Russian and Armenian refugees found 
employment under agricultural and industrial contracts. The 
Commissariat has, in all, settled 10,632 refugees, out of a total of 
174,329 refugees who were unemployed in 1928. 


XIV. FINANCES OF THE LEAGUE. 


The budget estimates for 1931 amount to 29,966,436 gold franes, 
or about £1,198,650, as compared with 28,210,248 gold francs, or 
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about £1,128,000, in 1930. The additional sum of about £70,000 
(divided of course, among the 54 States of the League) is due to credits 
for the new Wireless Station and a higher budget for the Permanent 
Court at the Hague owing to the revision of its statute. 


XV. TREATIES REGISTERED. 


In the period between May 19th, 1929, and May 19th, 1930, 308 
Treaties have been registered with the Secretariat for publication by 
States’ Members of the League, and 34 by other States. These 
Treaties—which form a considerable body of what is, in effect, new 
international law—deal with Arbitration, Conciliation and Pacific 
Settlement (40); Commerce, Navigation, Customs, Economic or 
Financial Conventions, Air Navigation, Postal and Radio-Telegraphic 
Conventions, Transit, and many other aspects of international relations. 
Great Britain heads the list with 42 registrations, Germany having 26, 
France 18, and Italy 17. Up to the present, 94 volumes of about 450 
pages each, containing 2,160 treaties, have been published by the 
Secretariat. No treaties, not so registered and published, are valid 
in international law. 


XVI. Dr. STRESEMANN AND DR. NANSEN. 

The League of Nations lost two of its greatest figures by the deaths 
of Dr. Stresemann, on October 3rd, 1929, and of Dr. Nansen, on May 
13th, 1930. The former brought Germany into the League and con- 


tributed much to better understanding between European States. 
He stood for the principle that the welfare of a particular country 
was bound up with the welfare of the community of nations. The 
latter was an outstanding figure at all Assemblies, and the work done 
for the repatriation of prisoners of war and for refugees, which owed 
so much to his inspiration and driving power, gave him a fame at 
Geneva as enduring as that he won in other and earlier fields of 
exploration. 





Il.—CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS IN MALTA, 1921-1930. 


(NotE.—The Bulletin does not deal with Imperial affairs, except 
in so far as they are matters of international interest. By the intervention 
of H.M. Government the Maltese Dispute has now been brought into the 
sphere of international politics, and it is, therefore, considered necessary 
to give its historical background in chronological form. References 
are made to the British Blue Book (Cmd. 3588) of May, 1930, and to the 
Vatican White Book, of June, 1930. 

In the following Chronology the British Blue Book is referred to 
as B.B. and the Vatican White Book as W.B.—EDITOR. } 


1921, May 16th.—The Constitution of April 14th, 1921, granting Malta 
the right of self-government, came into force. (By Article 56: 
** All persons in Malta are guaranteed full liberty of conscience 
and the free exercise of their respective modes of worship,”’ 
and “‘ No person shall be subjected to any disability or excluded 
from holding any office by reason of his religious profession.’’) 
In the General Election the Nationalist Party, with the support 
of the Church, was successful. 


1927, August .—In the General Election the Constitutional Party, 
with the support of the Labour Party (the Church as in 1921 
favouring the Nationalists), came into power. Sir Gerald 
Strickland became Prime Minister. (While in opposition he 
had attacked the (‘‘ Nationalist ’’) Government and its clerical 
supporters for working to maintain the dominance of the 
Italian language and thereby conspiring to keep in ignorance 
80 per cent. of the Maltese people who could speak no Italian.) 


August 15th.—In a Pastoral Letter the Archbishop of Malta 
warned the faithful of “‘a real danger that threatens,’’ the 
menace of an anti-clerical campaign, and threatened with 
condemnation certain papers “‘ if, with the pretext of defending 
political parties,’ they ‘‘ continue their campaign against the 
Church.” (W.B., Doc. L.). 

November 11th-12th.—Visit to Rome of Lord Strickland and 
Senator Augusto Bartolo to confer with the Vatican on the 
differences existing between Church and State in Malta. They 
were unable to obtain an audience with the Pope, being informed 
that it was postponed to ‘‘a more opportune moment ”’ and 
also “‘in order that it may take place in the forms due to the 
high office ’’ held by Lord Strickland. (B.B., No. 11, Enel. 3.) 


December .—Father Carta, a Franciscan Conventual (of 
Italian nationality), who had come to Malta as Visitor to 
conduct an enquiry into the state of religious discipline, ordered 
the transfer of Father Micallef to Sicily. Father Micallef 
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appealed to the Government and Father Carta withdrew the 
order but renewed it again. The Government refused to grant 
Father Micallef the necessary permit to leave Malta.(') The 
order was a second time withdrawn. 


1929, January .—Official visit of three Anglican Bishops to Malta. 
A series of conferences was held in the Governor’s throne-room. 
There were protests in the press and in Parliament. 


January 24th.—Maltese Legislative Assembly, after a debate on 
the rights and wrongs of the Government’s intervention in the 
Micallef case, passed a resolution, moved by Lord Strickland, 
containing ‘‘a humble request to the Vatican to send a fully 
authorised representative to Malta” to conduct an enquiry. 
(B.B., No. 1.) 


January 25th.—Father Carta renewed his order for the third 
time. 


February 9th.—Archbishop of Malta in his Lenten Pastoral 
warned anyone unduly interfering with religious matters “‘ of 
excommunication ‘late sententiw’ specially reserved for the 
Pope.” 

February 23rd.—Protest from Vatican to H.M. Minister re 
interference of Maltese Government in Micallef case. (B.B., 


No. 2; W.B., Doe. III.) 


March 1st.—Reply of H.M. Government suggesting despatch of 
Apostolic Visitor to Malta. (B.B., No. 3; W.B., Doc. V.) 


March 5th.—Protest by Archbishop of Malta against anti- 
clerical campaign. 

March 11th.—Choice of Mgr. Paschal Robinson as Apostolic 
Delegate ‘“‘ most cordially approved ’’ by H.M. Government. 
(B.B., No. 6.) 


March 14th.—Fathers Micallef and Grech expelled from Fran- 
ciscan Order of Conventual Friars Minor. 


April 3rd.—Mgr. Robinson arrived in Malta, where he conducted 
an enquiry and discussed with Lord Strickland the Notes for 
a Concordat drafted by the former. (W.B., Doc. XI.) 


May 30th.—Mgr. Robinson left Malta for Rome. [He reported 
to the Vatican on June 16th. The contents of the Report 
were not revealed until its publication in the Vatican White 
Book on June 24th, 1930. The opinions he expressed were 
as follows :— 
1. “There is every reason to doubt that there can be any 
peace and harmony in Malta as long as Lord Stritkland remains 
in office.” 





(1) See Appendix I. 
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2. The Vatican should publicly disapprove of him and convince 
the Maltese people that he is persona non grata. 

3. The Vatican should give “some positive manifestation 
that the Holy See supports the action of the Bishops.” 

4. The British Government should be convinced that he is 
an enemy of the best traditions and interests of the Empire. 
They could then decline responsibility for or oblige him to modify 
his policy, or failing that “find some way of eliminating him 
peacefully from the political field in Malta.” 

(W.B., Doc. XII).] 


June 30th.—Letter from Cardinal Gasparri, Secretary of State 
to the Vatican, to Archbishop of Malta and Bishop of Gozo, 
based upon the findings of the Report, hoping that the bishops 
“will continue with the necessary firmness joined to the 
necessary prudence in the line of conduct held until now ” and 
enclosing a Memorandum of eye-witnesses on the activities of 
Lord Strickland in Malta. (B.B., No. 9, Encl. 1 and 2; W.B., 
Doc. XIIT.) 

July 2nd.—Letter from Cardinal Gasparri to H.M. Minister 
informing him that Lord Strickland was persona non grata to 
the Vatican, and enclosing copies of the letter of June 30th to the 
Maltese Episcopate and of the Memorandum. (B.B., No. 9; 
W.B., Doc. XIV.) 


July 5th.—Arrival of Lord Strickland in Rome from London. 
Unable to obtain audience with the Pope on the grounds that 
the moment was inopportune. 


July 11th.—The Archbishop of Malta and the Bishop of Gozo 
reproduced the letter of June 30th from Cardinal Gasparri. 
(B.B., No. 11, Enel. 1.) 


July 22nd.—Violent campaign against the Government and its 
supporters inaugurated by certain parish priests. 


July 25th.—Resolution adopted in Maltese Legislative Assembly 
expressing full confidence in the Government, reaffirming 
“filial and inalienable duties to the Holy See’”’ and asserting 
“the exclusive right of the Parliament of Malta ... to deal 
with purely civil affairs without outside interference.”’ (B.B., 
No. 10.) 


July 3lst.—The Reverend College of Parish Priests of Malta 
adopted a Resolution stating their conviction that “ the 
Catholicism of a subject does not diminish, nay, that it increases, 
loyalty towards the civil authorities and that the co-existence 
of two Governments of Church and State, well co-ordinated 
and subordinated in a Catholic country, is not only possible 
but necessary and reciprocally useful,’ and binding themselves 
“to warn the faithful entrusted to their care against certain 
errors that are being taught.” 
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August 8th.—H.M. Minister in a Note to Cardinal Gasparri, said 
that— 

1. H.M. Government regarded the action of the Vatican in 
breaking off the negotiations for a Concordat initiated by Mgr. 
Robinson as discourteous. 

2. The Vatican had declared persona non grata the con- 
stitutionally elected Prime Minister of a British self-governing 
Colony. 

3. The letter of June 30th to the Maltese Episcopate constituted | 
“a direct incitement to discredit and even resist the freely and | 
constitutionally elected Government of that Colony.” ‘“ Such 
interference in the domestic politics of a British Colony is 
repugnant to the elementary principles of public law.” : 

4. The Vatican had accused the Maltese Ministry on the 7 
strength of an anonymous Memorandum. 

The Note concluded with an appeal for moderation, considera- 
tion and restraint. (B.B., No. 12; W.B., Doc. XV.) 


August 10th.—Cardinal Gasparri replied that the information ‘ 
was based upon the reports of Mgr. Robinson and Father | 


Orlich, and that the activities of Lord Strickland and his | 


increasing interference in the religious sphere were prejudicial | 
to Catholicism. (B.B., No. 13; W.B., Doc. XVI). i 
August 15th.—Joint Pastoral by the Archbishop of Malta | 
and the Bishop of Gozo read in the Churches, condemning the 
attitude of certain individuals and certain sections of the [7 
Press against the Pope, warning the faithful that any word or [ 
action against the Pope would incur “ those punishments which 
our sacred ministry confers on us ”’ and stating that their duties 
impelled them to take action “‘ against a breach of discipline 
in the church and a spread of teachings calculated to undermine 
the religious spirit of our people.” 

August 22nd.—The Pope’s address to Maltese pilgrims in Rome, 
stating that he did not engage in politics, but “if in some way 
or under some pretext, even of a political nature, there is a 
menace . . . to the Church,” then the Pope will not hesitate 
to take up its defence. ‘“‘It is not possible to be Catholics 
without paying due reverence and submission to the Bishops.” 
(W.B., Doc. XVII.) 

October 4th.—H.M. Minister informed Cardinal Gasparri of his 
regret at the non-initiation of negotiations and stated that the 
evidence of Mgr. Robinson and Father Orlich had not been 
tested and that ‘in such matters ’’ H.M. Government ‘‘ cannot 
regard the advisers of the Holy See as competent authority 
on the Maltese Constitution or on the relationship between 
H.M. Government and the head of the Maltese Ministry.” 
(B.B., No. 14; W.B., Doc. XVIII.) 


October 14th.—Mgr. Pizzardo informed H.M. Chargé d’ Affaires 
of the Vatican’s willingness to accept diplomatic negotiations 
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1, Said and re-affirmed the opinion that ‘‘ the principal, if not the sole, 
} cause of disturbed conditions has been the anti-clerical 
wn attitude of Lord Strickland.’’ Mgr. Robinson had the full 
r Mer. confidence of the Vatican. (B.B., No. 15; W.B., Doc. XIX.) 
con- December 11th.—Archbishop of Malta’s address to Parish Priests. 
erning The action of the Bishops had been approved by the Holy 
Father. The Church did not interfere in politics. The 
ituted individual action of priests was not necessarily always the action 
y and of the Church, which is represented by the Bishops. The rule 
Such of the Church was that ‘“‘ there should be no political action 
ny 8 @ in favour of this or that party; but, however, in all your 
the § actions you must follow the action of the Bishop and you must 
_ do as he directs.” (B.B., No. 17, Encl.) 
dera- December 20th.—H.M. Minister informed Cardinal Gasparri 
that his Government welcomed the reassurance that the Holy 
ation See was ready to initiate negotiations. He confirmed ' the 
ather 3 opinion that the intense participation of the Maltese priests 
his : in local politics lay at the root of the present trouble. H.M. 
licial e Government could not, therefore, admit that the anti-clerical 
i attitude of Lord Strickland was “ the principal, if not the sole, 
E cause ’’ of the present trouble. (B.B., No. 16; W.B., Doc. XX.) 
- & December 28th.—The Governor of Malta requested H.M. 
: the i Government to initiate negotiations with the Holy See and to 
dof attempt to obtain a promise from the Vatican to restrain 
hich priests from being candidates and from taking an active part 
— a in the elections. (B.B., No. 18.) 
ities F 
line 1930, February 11th.—Cardinal Pacelli became Cardinal Secretary of 
nine State on retirement of Cardinal Gasparri. 

February 12th.—Maltese Ministers gave an undertaking to 
me, Fe H.M. Government to refrain from provocative utterances 
way & during the negotiation of a Concordat. (B.B., No. 22. 
sa & February 26th.—Cardinal Pacelli was informed of this under- 
tate taking. H.M. Government enquired whether the Vatican 
ilies i would co-operate in exercising a moderating influence by 


” 


issuing instructions to priests to refrain from provocative 
utterances and unfriendly criticisms and from participating 
in the electoral campaign. (B.B., No. 25; W.B., Doc. XXIII.) 
March 7th.—Cardinal Pacelli informed H.M. Minister that 
the Vatican regarded with scepticism the value of Lord 
Strickland’s verbal promise. (B.B., No. 26.) 

March 14th.—Cardinal Pacelli informed H.M. Minister that the 
Vatican were unable to accept the suggestions of H.M. Govern- 
ment. “‘ No negotiations for a Concordat are possible as long 
as Lord Strickland is in power.” (B.B., No. 27; W.B., 
Doe. XXIV.) 

March 29th.—Motion passed in Maltese Senate condemning 


ps. 
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action of Government in the Father Carta case as harmful 
to spiritual interests of the people.(*) 


April 10th.—H.M. Minister informed Cardinal Pacelli of his 
Government’s regret at the refusal of the Vatican to co-operate 
for the purpose of reaching a settlement, an attitude which 
could not be reconciled with the unqualified acceptance of 
negotiations by the Vatican (October 13th, 1929). (B.B., 
No. 29; W.B., Doc. X XV.) 


April 26th.—The Governor of Malta informed H.M. Government 
of cases in which absolution had been refused by priests in the 
confessional to those who had replied in the affirmative to a 
question as to whether they would vote for Lord Strickland in 
the elections. (B.B., No. 30 and 31, Encl. 1.) 

Issue of writs for the General Election. 

April 27th.—Priests announced the issue of an order by the 
Bishop of Gozo stating that it would be a mortal sin to vote 
for Lord Strickland or his supporters at the election. 

May i1st.—Joint Pastoral letter issued by the Archbishop of 
Malta and the Bishop of Gozo informing the faithful that— 

1. “ You may not, without committing grave sin vote for 
Lord Strickland and his candidates, or for all those, even of other 
parties, who in the past have helped and supported him in his 
fight against the rights and discipline of the Church, or who 
propose to help or support him in the coming election.” 

2. “ You are also solemnly bound . . . to vote for those 
persons who... offer greater guarantees both for religious 
welfare and for social welfare.” 

(B.B., No. 31, Encl. 2; W.B., Doc. X XVII.) 

The pastoral letter was torn down from the doors of Churches. 
The police prohibited crowds from gatherings and public 
demonstrations. 

May 3rd.—By an Ordinance of the Governor the General 
Election was postponed on the grounds that public safety was 
imperilled. 

May 5th.—Pastoral Letter was interpreted at Conference of 
Superiors and Priests attended by Archbishop and Bishop: 
“Mortal sin to vote for the Party at the election, not to 
sympathize with the Party.’’ Confessors in future were not to 
enquire the political party of penitents. 

May 6th.—Daily Malta Chronicle and Ix Xemex, both Constitu- 
tional newspapers, placed under ecclesiastical ban. The former 
re-appeared as Malta Chronicle but was banned again on 
May 9th. Progress converted from weekly into daily paper. 
May 7th.—Nationalist Memorandum handed to the Governor 
protesting against postponement of elections. 





(2) Arising out of the Mazzone Case a charge was laid against Father Carta for 
communicating with Italy in contravention of the postal regulations. The Vicar-Geners! 
claimed privilegium fori, but the claim was not upheld. (See Appendix II. (a) 3. 
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Cardinal Pacelli re-stated, in a Note to H.M. Minister, the 
reasons for the Vatican’s refusal of the suggestions of H.M. 
Government and requested fresh bases for negotiation. (B.B., 
No. 33; W.B., Doc. X XIX.) 

May 9th.—H.M. Minister handed to Cardinal Pacelli a protest 
from H.M. Government against the Bishop’s Pastoral of 
May 2nd. (B.B., No. 34; W.B., Doc. XXX.) 

May 12th.—A resolution moved by the Labour Party was 
adopted in the Maltese Legislative Assembly deploring the 
attitude of the Vatican and asserting the exclusive right of 
Parliament to provide for the administration of purely civil affairs. 
May 13th.—Maltese Ministers in a Memorandum replying to the 
Opposition’s Memorandum of May 7th condemned the Pastoral 
Letter as tantamount to the claim of the right to make and 
unmake ministers. If it were accepted the people’s right would 
ipso facto be transferred to the Bishops. Public safety had, 
therefore, been imperilled. An emergency law was essential. 

Repeal of ban on Daily Malta Chronicle following promise 
to change its tone. 

May 16th.—H.M. Minister in a Note to Cardinal Pacelli welcomed 
the suggestion of the resumption of negotiations on the 
condition that orders were given by the Holy See to episcopal 
authorities in Malta to “restore to the electorate complete 
freedom to exercise their political judgment.’ (B.B., No. 35; 
W.B., Doc. XX XI.) 

May 19th.—Cardinal Pacelli replied to the protest lodged by 
H.M. Minister on May 9th to the effect that “the clergy and 
Catholics of Malta are most loyal to the Imperial Crown and 
that, if they are opposed to Lord Strickland, it is not on grounds 
of party politics, but solely because his anti-clerical activities 
are injurious to the Faith and to their most sacred traditions.” 
(B.B., No. 36; W.B., Doc. XXXII.) 

May 20th.—Cardinal Pacelli replied to the Note of H.M. Minister 
of May 16th: “It cannot be said that they have hindered the 
electors in the full liberty which the exercise of their political 
rights demand.” He also re-affirmed the opinion that there 
could be no settlement while “those who have disturbed the 
peace remain in power.” (B.B., No. 37; W.B., Doc. XXXIV). 
May 23rd.—Attempt to assassinate Lord Strickland. 

May 26th.—Bishops’ Memorandum handed to the Governor :— 

1. Public safety had not been imperilled and the electoral 
rights of the people had not been impaired. 

2. There was no hint that a certain party should be voted for, 
but only that a certain party should not be voted for. 

3. When they added that every Catholic must take part in the 
election and vote, they envisaged the possibility of independent 
non-Strickland candidates presenting themselves on the Con- 
stitutional side. 

(W.B., Doc. XX XIII.) 
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May 30th.—H.M. Minister informed Cardinal Pacelli that 
H.M. Government regretted that the Holy See had refused to 
take, “‘as far as concerns them, the steps necessary for the 
restoration of normal political life in Malta, that they had 
delayed many months the long-promised negotiations,’ and 
finally had “‘ rendered them impossible by attaching a condition 
as to the personality of the Head of the Maltese Administration, 
which constitutes nothing less than a claim to interfere in the 
domestic politics of a British Colony.” (B.B., No. 38; W.B., 
Doc. XX XVII.) 

June 4th.—The Foreign Office published as a Blue Book (Cmd. 
3588) the Correspondence with the Holy See relative to Maltese 
Affairs. 

June 8th.—Cardinal Pacelli informed H.M. Minister, in reply 
to his Note of May 30th, that the Holy See found itself obliged 
to reiterate what it had already asserted on May 19th. In 
their Pastoral letter the Bishops had simply “applied the 
principles of Catholic moral theology, which forbid a Catholic 
to vote for persons who in the past have been notoriously 
harmful to religion and who bid fair to continue the same 
attitude.’. The Bishops had merely explained these principles, 
had mentioned persons not parties, and had not prevented “ in 
any way the use of the electoral prerogative.” With regard 
to the accusation of delay and interference the Holy See could 
only point out that negotiations were not possible ‘‘ as long as 
the cause of the trouble persisted;’’ and that the Holy See 
had “‘ done nothing more than safeguard, as was its right and 
duty, the religious interests ... of the people of Malta.” 
(W.B., Doc. XX XIX.) 

An anti-clerical demonstration occurred following an 
address by the Archbishop of Malta stating that in Catholic 
countries the civil authorities . . . obeyed the Bishops and 
that in every conflict between Church and State the former had 
always proved to be right. 

June 12th.—It was reported that the clergy were conducting 
an active religious campaign against the Government. Attacks 
on the Governor had appeared in the Nationalist Press. 

June 15th.—A police order was issued prohibiting all demonstra- 
tions and gatherings in any public place. 

June 23rd.—The Vatican published a White Book containing 
an Exposition of the Malta Question. 

June 24th—H.M. Government decided to suspend the 
Constitution of Malta. 

July 2nd.—The suspension of the Constitution of Malta became 
operative. 

An order was issued continuing Lord Strickland and the 
Cabinet in office as advisers to the Government. 
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APPENDIX I. 
The reasons for Lord Strickland’s intervention were given as 
follows :— 

1. Father Micallef was a British subject who appealed to the 
Government for protection against an order of “ deportation ” 
by an alien. As Prime Minister it was his duty to give the 
protection. 

2. The order of transfer had been made for political reasons. 
(Father Micallef had supported Lord Strickland in the 1927 
elections. ) 

3. The form of the punishment was not strictly spiritual ; 
it therefore contravened the terms of the Law of 1828. (See 
Appendix IT.) 

4. Father Carta’s appointment to Malta had not received the 
the approbation of the Governor in accordance with the Law of 
1838. (See Appendix II.) He had come as Visitor and remained 
as religious superior. 

The reply given by the Church was as follows :— 

1. As a Franciscan Father Micallef had bound himself by the 
strictest vows of obedience “freely to put himself under the 
orders of his legitimate religious superiors.’’ The order merely 
transferred him from one Monastery of the Order to another. 

2. The order had been made purely in the interests of religious 
discipline. 


3. The punishment was spiritual. 
4. Father Carta came to the island as Visitor to conduct an 
enquiry ; he was not, therefore, subject to the Law of 1838. 


APPENDIX II. 


(A) Proclamation V, of April 10th, 1828 :— 

1. Limited the jurisdiction of Ecclesiastical Courts to “‘ causes 
merely spiritual’ and over members of the Catholic Church. 

2. Limited the power of such Courts to enforce their lawful 
judgments to purely spiritual means and forbade the exercise of 
any “‘ temporal compulsion.” 

3. Abolished ecclesiastical immunity except in the case of the 
Bishops of Malta (extended to Gozo in 1889). 

4. Provided that all members of Ecclesiastical Courts should 
be British subjects. 


(B) Proclamation I, of January 13th, 1838 :— 

1. Required the approbation of the Governor for the validity 
of appointments to Ecclesiastical Offices or Benefices by a Foreign 
Power. 

2. Provided for the nomination to vacancies to be made by 
the Bishops with the consent of the Government, and, in certain 
cases, by the Governor alone. 
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the King by the Premier stating that His Majesty was within his constitutional 
rights in closing the Session. 

July 13th.—The King issued a decree appointing Hafez Pasha Afifi, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, as Minister to the Court of St. James, and making Abdel 
Fattah Pasha Yehia Foreign Minister. Several other changes were made in 
the Cabinet. 

July 15th.—Following on a “ two-hours silence” declared by the Wafd 
in memory of those who had fallen at Mansurah, as “ martyrs for the 
Constitution,” serious riots occurred at Alexandria, where organised mobs 
made an unprovoked attack on the police. The latter suffered many casualties 
and were compelled to fire, killing 16 and wounding numerous rioters. Egyptian 
troops arrived and restored order. 


Finland. 

July 2nd.—The Government resigned, owing to opposition in the Diet to 
its proposals for dealing with Communist activity. The President invited 
M. Svinhufvud, the veteran Conservative leader, to form a Cabinet. 

July 4th—Senator Svinhufvud formed a Cabinet, with M. Procope as 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

July 5th—Two Communist deputies were kidnapped from the Diet and 
taken to a village 200 miles from the capital, where they were released, 
unharmed. 

July 6th—An anti-Communist peasant army numbering about 12,000 
began a march on the capital to demonstrate in favour of severe measures 
being taken to deal with Communism. 

July 7th—A mass demonstration against Communism took place in 
Helsingfors, and was attended by several Ministers. 

Incendiarism, alleged to be the work of Communists in the northern 
districts of the country, caused serious loss and damage to property. 

July 9th.—Following a debate on the action of the Government in arresting 
certain Communist deputies on July 5th the Diet passed a vote of confidence 
in the Government by 105 votes to 58. 

July 12th.—The Diet passed the Government’s anti-Communist Bills. 

July 15th.—Owing to its inability to secure the necessary two-thirds 
majority for the emergency (anti-Communist) legislation in the Diet the 
Cabinet advised the President to dissolve the Diet. It was understood that 
a General Election would be held on October 1st and 2nd. 


France. 

July 3rd.—The Quai d’Orsay issued the text of a statement made by 
M. Briand to the press replying to an interview with Signor Grandi in which 
the Italian Foreign Minister laid the blame on France for the delay in the 
resumption of negotiations between the two Governments. M. Briand said 
that the Duce’s speeches at Leghorn, Florence and Milan had occurred at 
the moment when certain questions at issue, not solvable through the ordinary 
diplomatic channels, might profitably have formed the subject of direct 
negotiations between the responsible Ministers, and he felt that several weeks 
were necessary to allow public opinion to calm down. 

July 4th—Reply of Dutch Government to M. Briand’s invitation to a 
Conference re European Federal Union. (See Netherlands.) 

July 5th.—M. Briand received the German Ambassador regarding the anti- 
Separatist riots at Wiesbaden, etc., following which an official communiqué 
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was issued stating that M. Briand had pointed out that the disorders had 
occurred in contravention of the agreements reached at The Hague on 
August 29th, 1929, between the Allied and German authorities to prevent any 
reprisals against persons in touch with the Occupation officials. 

July 7th.—Suspension of Saar negotiations. (See Saar Basin Territory.) 

Publication of Italian reply to M. Briand’s memorandum re European 
Federal Union. (See Italy.) 

July 8th.—The Naval Committee of the Senate decided to maintain its 
point of view regarding the outcome of the London Naval Conference—i.e., to 
uphold the principles of freedom to build with no restrictions as to categories, 
freedom as to number, size and use of submarines, and the refusal of Italy’s 
claim to parity. 

The Government was defeated in the Chamber by 297 votes to 275 on 
a motion for the ratification of the Convention embodying the State 
Agreement with the French concessionary company (the Compagnie Frangaise 
des Pétroles) holding 25 per cent. of the shares in the Turkish Petroleum 
Company. The opposition held that the Convention alienated State property 
to a private corporation. (By the San Remo Agreement of 1920, France was 
accorded a 25 per cent. interest in the oil exploitation of Irak, which took the 
form of 40,000 shares in the Turkish Petroleum Company. The Compagnie 
Frangaise des Pétroles was constituted to hold the share capital and represent 
French interests under a Convention dated May 17th, 1924.) 

July 9th.—The Government submitted the original Convention of May, 
1924, to the Chamber for ratification. 

The Government asked Parliament to approve credits totalling 650 million 
francs (say £5,400,000) for military expenditure for 1930-31. Of this sum, 
280 millions were for the Army and 250 millions for the Air Force. The 
credits had been approved by the Finance Committee and the Army Committee 
of the Chamber. 

July 10th.—M. Briand informed the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
Chamber that the Italian Government had been informed that not a ship 
would be laid down before December, which would ensure the maintenance of 
the status quo during the negotiations between the two Governments. The 
British Government was also informed of the suspension of building. 

Reply of Polish Government to M. Briand’s Memorandum. (See Poland.) 

July 11th.—The Minister of Marine made a statement in the Chamber 
making it clear that there would be no suspension or delay in the carrying 
out of the naval building programme, since all the ships due to be laid down in 
1930 had already been begun. 

Rumanian reply to M. Briand’s Memorandum. (See Rumania.) 

Danish Government’s reply to M. Briand’s Memorandum. (See Denmark.) 

July 13th.—A conference opened in Paris between representatives of the 
British, French, Irak and Transjordan Governments, for the settlement of the 
frontier line between Syria, Irak and Transjordania. 

Italian Government’s acknowledgment of French reply to Italian 
proposal re naval holiday. (See Italy.) 

July 14th.—It was learnt that replies to M. Briand’s Memorandum re a 
European Federal Union had been received from the following countries : 
Austria, Greece, Lithuania, Latvia, Esthonia, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Belgium, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Denmark, Portugal, Czechoslovakia, 
Rumania and Poland. 

July 15th.—Publication of German Government’s reply to M. Briand’s 
Memorandum. (See Germany.) 
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Germany. 

July 2nd.—The Reichstag passed an Amnesty Bill granting an amnesty 
to all those sentenced in connection with the secret “ executions ” of the Black 
Reichswehr, and to participants in the Spartacist troubles in 1920. It 
covered the period from November 9th, 1918, to December Ist, 1924. 

July 3rd.—Publication of Notes exchanged with British Government re 
mutual amnesty. (See Great Britain.) 

Anti-separatist riots took place at Wiesbaden and Mainz, and the property 
of several shop owners and others believed to have supported the Separatist 
movement was seriously damaged. 

July 6th.—Request for withdrawal of the railway guard from the Saar. 
(See Saar Basin Territory.) 

July 7th—Further anti-separatist disorders occurred, and the Foreign 
Minister received a visit from the French Ambassador, who made representa - 
tions as to the necessity of strong measures to prevent. a repetition. 

Suspension of Saar negotiations. (See Saar Basin Territory.) 

July 8th.—Further serious rioting occurred at Treves (Trier) where a 
hotel frequented by the French was damaged and much property destroyed. 

July 15th—The Government’s reply to M. Briand’s Memorandum re an 
European Federal Union was published. This expressed the opinion that 
the entire existing political and economic structure of the Continent was such 
as to hamper the natural development of the component countries, and the 
Government, therefore, welcomed the French initiative. It suggested a 
thorough discussion during the League meeting in September, and said that 
a bold reform of conditions recognised as untenable should be faced in a spirit 
of understanding, and thus a real pacification of Europe achieved which could 
“only rest on the foundations of justice and equality.” 

Inter-Continental relations would have to be considered as well as inter- 
European ones, since they were in many fields stronger than the latter, and 
the U.S.S.R. and Turkey should not be excluded. 

While admitting the importance of the political as distinct from the 
economic questions, the Government pointed out that all attempts to improve 
the political situation in Europe would depend on the application of the 
principles of full equality of status, equal security for all and the peaceful 
adjustment of the natural vital needs of the nations. Where existing con- 
ditions violated these principles effective means would have to be found 
of altering them. Closer co-operation in the economic ground ought not to be 
made dependent on the creation of greater security; on the contrary, 
“economic understanding will contribute considerably to the strengthening 
of the feeling of solidarity and therewith of the feeling of security.” 

Tariffs should be lowered, and in conclusion, nothing should be done to 
weaken the authority of the League of Nations. 

President Hindenburg cancelled the Prussian part of a contemplated tour 
in the former occupied territory (i.e., Coblenz, Treves, Wiesbaden and Aix-la- 
Chapelle) owing to the refusal of the Prussian Government to raise the ban 
on the Stahlhelm, which had been dissolved in the Rhineland and Westphalia 
by decree in October, 1929, after carrying out manceuvres on the military 
model. The President in a letter to Herr Braun, the Prussian Premier, said 
he considered the ban to be unjustified and contrary to the law. 

The President was understood to have authorised the Chancellor to take 
action to enforce the acceptance by the Reichstag of the Government's 
financial proposals to cover the Budget deficit, and to make its programme 
law by the application of Article 48 of the Constitution, under which the 
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President “ can take all the necessary measures to maintain public security 
and order when they are seriously disturbed or endangered.” (Both the 
Socialist and National Socialist Parties had announced their intention to 
reject the financial programme regardless of the consequences.) 


Great Britain. 

July 3rd.—The text of the Protocol, dated June 17th, 1925, “for the 
prohibition of the use in war of asphyxiating, poisonous, or other gasses and 
of bacteriological methods of warfare’ was published as a White Paper, 
(md. 3604. (The Protocol had been ratified on April 9th, 1930.) 

The Notes exchanged between the British and German Governments for 
a mutual amnesty on the termination of the occupation of German territory 
were published as a White Paper, Cmd. 3605. 

July 4th.—Capture of missionaries in Fukien, and seizure of a launch. 
(See China, External Affairs.) 

The Spanish Foreign Minister, the Duke of Alba, while in London, made 
a statement to the press in which he said the General Election could not be 
held until after the end of the year, since the new registers of voters would not 
be ready until November or December. The financial position in Spain 
was very good, and the Government was doing its best to abolish trade 
monopolies. 

July 7th.—In reply to a question as to the Naval Treaty in the Commons, 
the Prime Minister said that the figure of 91,000 tons for cruiser replacements 
up to 1935 had been first mentioned during the conversations with the U.S.A. 
in August, 1929, as a basis on which a treaty might be concluded. He also 
denied a report that the Government had declined to receive at the Conference 
a representative nominated by New Zealand. 

The Ambassador in Washington was instructed to approach the U.S. 
Government on the subject of the prohibition of the unloading of British cargo 
ships carrying lumber from Soviet ports, on the ground that it “ would be 
manifestly unjust suddenly to enforce an Act without warning shipping.” 
(The new Tariff Act prohibited the import of goods produced wholly or in 
part by forced or convict labour.) 

July 8th.—The Stationery Office published the Documents of the London 
Naval Conference, containing the French and English texts of the Treaty, 
the minutes of plenary meetings, memoranda submitted by the U.S.A., French, 
U.K., Italian and Japanese delegations, the reports of the First Committee, 
and the letter addressed to the Secretary-General of the League of Nations 
on April 21st by Mr. MacDonald. 

July 9th.—The Admiralty issued an Explanatory Statement on the naval 
construction programme for 1930, together with a Supplementary Estimate 
for the Navy for £208,200, Cmd. 3620. 

July 11th.—It was announced that the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
had received a deputation from the Board of Deputies of British Jews on 
July 2nd, which made representations regarding the suspension of 2,300 
immigration certificates for Palestine granted on the Labour Schedule for the 
half-year. Lord Passfield said there had been no change of policy on the part 
of the Government, but there must be a limit to Jewish immigration deter- 
mined by the absorptive capacity of the country. There had been no stoppage 
of immigration, and 950 certificates had been sanctioned in advance and not 
suspended. 

July 13th.—Opening of Conference in Paris regarding frontiers of Irak and 
Transjordania. (See France.) 
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July 14th—The Foreign Secretary announced in Parliament the names 
of the members of the Joint Committee on Russian claims and counter- 
claims. The Chairman was Lord Goschen and there were five British 
and five Soviet expert representatives, and the other members were 
Sir John Dewrance, Mr. C. T. Cramp, Sir William Max Muller and 
Sir Frederick Leith Ross. The members of the Soviet delegation were 
Professor E. Preobrazhensky, Professor Dolgov, Mr. G. Arkus, Professor §, 
Chlenov, and Mr. M. Gourevitch. 


Greece. 

July 12th—The Government’s reply to M. Briand’s Memorandum re a 
European Federal Union was handed to the French Minister. This welcomed 
the proposal and expressed the opinion that Turkey should be invited to 


participate. 


Hungary. 

July 10th.—After a secret trial at Buda Pesth three communists were 
sentenced to long terms of penal servitude and others to shorter sentences. 
Four were acquitted out of 26 accused of “‘ subversive machinations.” 

July 11th.—A second group of 40 Communists were tried, and 13 were 
sentenced to varying terms of imprisonment, for planning the overthrow “ of 
the State and the social order.” 


Irak. 

July 4th.—The Regent dissolved the Chamber of Deputies on the ground 
that the new British Treaty placed the country on a new political footing, 
whch necessitated the country being consulted by a General Election. 

July 13th.—Meeting of Conference in Paris re frontier. (See France.) 

Opening of Conference in Paris regarding frontiers of Syria, Irak and 
Transjordania. (See France.) 


Irish Free State. 

July 12th.—The Government deposited with the Secretariat of the League 
of Nations the instruments of ratification of the acceptance of the Optional 
Clause of the Statute of the Permanent Court of International Justice. 


Italy. 

July 7th—The reply of the Government to M. Briand’s Memorandum re 
a European Federal Union was published. While agreeing in principle with 
the central idea, three points were picked out for criticism, i.e.: (1) the 
exclusion of non-League States, (2) the danger that the organic world unity 
of the League might be affected by a United States of Europe, and (3) that 
there was no logical cohesion in M. Briand’s scheme of security, unity and 
economic solidarity. Both from the economic and political points of view it 
would be fatal to the success of the scheme to exclude any States because 
they were not members of the League, and, in particular, the U.S.S.R. and 
Turkey should be invited to collaborate. M. Briand’s idea of security was 
also criticised. The French memorandum, said the reply, seemed to “ seek to 
stabilise a rigid logical sequence between security, a European Federal Union 
and a régime of economic solidarity. Of these elements the one would follow 
the other rigorously and in this order.”” The Fascist Government could not 
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accept this standpoint ; in its opinion, disarmament . . . constituted the 
fundamental starting point for any efficacious work of moral cohesion between 
the nations for the complete solution of the general problem of security, and 
for giving any practical consistence and elementary raison d'etre to any 
project whatsoever of a European Federal Union. ' 

July 13th.—It was understood that the Government had notified its 
acknowledgment of M. Briand’s reply to Signor Grandi’s proposal for a naval 
holiday. (M. Briand’s reply was stated to have actually been given on 
July 7th and the Italian acknowledgment on July 11th.) The Government 
signified its intention not to lay down any fresh naval units for the period 
indicated by M. Briand, and repeated Signor Grandi’s original proposal for 
a naval holiday for as long as the negotiations between the two Governments 


lasted. 


League of Nations. 

July 2nd.—The Permanent Mandates Commission closed its session, after 
appointing a sub-committee to enquire into the conditions to be observed for 
bringing the mandatory system to an end in cases where this might be 
decided upon. 

July 6th.—The annual Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the 
League during 1929-30 was published. It contained a list of 308 treaties 
} registered between May 19th, 1929, and May 19th, 1930, by member States, 
and of 24 treaties communicated by the U.S.A., etc. The Budget Estimate of 
expenditure for 1931 was shown as just under 30 million francs (say 
£1,195,000). 

July 10th.—The Civil Aviation Committee decided to study problems 
relating to European postal communications by air, and to draw attention 
to the importance of establishing an international Statute, with a view to the 
development of international air communications. 

July 12th—Deposit of instruments of ratification of Optional Clause. 
(See Irish Free State.) 


Lithuania. 

July 12th—The Government’s reply to M. Briand’s Memorandum re a 
European Federal Union was handed to the French Minister. While expressing 
agreement with the proposal, the reply emphasised the necessity of the 
federation coming within the framework of the League, and comprising as 
; many members as possible. 


Malta. 

July 2nd.—The Governor-General, by proclamation, brought into statutory 
eflect the Malta Constitution (Amendment) Letters Patent, 1930, and the 
Malta (Temporary Government) Order in Council, 1930, both dated 
June 26th. The latter gave the Governor full power to make law by 
ordinances. 

The existing Ministry was to remain in an advisory capacity. 


Netherlands. 

July 4th.—The reply of the Government to M. Briand’s Memorandum of 
May 17th on a European Federal Union was published. The Government 
accepted the invitation to a conference, but took exception to the subor- 
dination of the economic to the political problem. It expressed the opinion 
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that a general reduction of Customs tariffs was the first and most necessary 
step towards a European Union, and that the lowering of tariff barriers would 
in itself put an end to one of the most serious menaces to good understanding 
between nations, and would thus be one of the principal factors in bringing 
about a régime of security. The Government also made it quite clear that it 
could not possibly join any Customs Union which would erect tariff barriers 
against countries outside that Union. 

July 11th—The First Chamber approved the following Treaties: The 
Customs Treaty with China, signed on December 19th, 1928 ; the Commercial 
Treaty with Bolivia, signed on May 30th, 1929; the Treaty of Friendship 
with Persia, signed on May 12th, 1930; the Arbitration and Conciliation 
Treaty with Rumania, signed on January 30th 1930; and the International 
Health Convention, signed in Paris on June 21st, 1926. 


Nicaragua. 

July 3rd.—It was learnt that General Sandino had returned to the country 
from Mexico some weeks previously, with the object of organising and resuming 
direction of operations against the Government. 


Norway. 

June 14th—The Government’s reply to M. Briand’s Memorandum re a 
European Federal Union was transmitted to the French Government. It was 
to the effect that in all essentials Norway agreed with the proposed organisation 
of a federation. 


Palestine. 


July 11th.—Statement re reply of British Secretary of State for the 
Colonies to Deputation of British Jews. (See Great Britain.) 


Permanent Court of International Justice. 
July 12th.—Ratification of Optional Clause deposited at Geneva by Irish 
Free State. (See Irish Free State.) 


Persia. 
July 6th.—Note of protest from Turkish Government re Kurdish rebels. 


(See Turkey.) 


Poland. 

July 10th—The Government’s reply to M. Briand’s Memorandum 
regarding a European Federal Union was handed to the French Ambassador, 
and consisted of an acceptance of the invitation to take part in a European 
Conference. The Government shared the view of M. Briand that the political 
security of the States of Europe should be guaranteed before other problems 
such as economic questions were dealt with, and suggested that it might be 
opportune to derive inspiration from the principle embodied in the Geneva 
Protocol. The proposed Union ought to facilitate the execution of the 
provisions of the League Covenant. 


Reparations. 


July 5th.—The first Balance Sheet of the Bank for International Settle- 
ments was issued, showing the position as at June 30th, 1930. The total 
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assets were given as 1,085,720,801 Swiss francs. Liabilities included deposits 
of 438,198,394 frances, being the undistributed proceeds of the German 
International 5} per cent. Loan of 1930. 

July 15th.—The Governing Body of the Bank for International Settlements 
decided not to issue any further shares in the meantime. (This was in reply 
to applications from countries other than the twelve which had already 
subscribed.) 

Trusteeship of Austrian Loan. (See Austria.) 


Rumania. 

July 11th.—The Government transmitted its reply to M. Briand’s Memor- 
andum re a European Federal Union, and promised to assist in the scheme 
in any way possible. It expressed the opinion that it should be carried out 
within the framework of the League of Nations. 


Saar Basin Territory. 

July 6th.—It was learnt that the German Government had asked formally 
for the withdrawal of the Franco-Belgian Railway Guard, which had been 
responsible for the safety of the Saar railways since the French garrison was 
withdrawn from Saarbruck. 

July 7th.—A semi-official Note was issued in Paris announcing the suspen- 
sion of the negotiations regarding the Saar, owing to the wide divergence of 
view between the French and German Governments, more especially as to 
the future of the mines. It was stated that the two Governments would use 
the interval to re-examine the position in the light of the enquiries made by 
the first and second sub-committees, and on this would depend the question 


| as to whether the conversations could be resumed in October. 


July 15th—The Government Commission of the Saar decided to reduce 
the effectives of the Railway Guard to 250 men. 


Spain. 

July 2nd.—The Cabinet decided to stabilize the peseta on a gold basis. 

July 4th.—It was understood that the General Union of Workers, affiliated 
to the Socialist Party, and the National Federation of Labour, the Syndicalist 
organisation, had warned their members not to take part in unauthorised 
strikes, and both bodies disclaimed any participation in the strikes at Seville, 
Malaga, Granada and elsewhere. 

Foreign Minister’s statement to the press in London. (See Great Britain.) 


Sweden. 

July 14th.—The Government’s reply to M. Briand’s Memorandum re a 
European Federal Union was handed to the French Minister. This stated 
that the representatives at the League meetings would be authorised to 
contribute to any efforts that might be made to organise closer co-operation 
between the nations of Europe. 


Turkey. 

July 6th.—It was learnt that, following on raids made by Kurds on 
Government posts in the Van and Mt. Ararat districts, and also near the Persian 
frontier, the Government had sent a strongly worded Note to Persia, asking 
that vigorous action should be taken to prevent Kurdish rebels from crossing 
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the frontier. (It was stated in Turkey that they obtained arms from Persia, 
and found an asylum there when pursued by Government forces.) 

July 8th.—Fighting between Kurdish raiders and Turkish regular forces 
was reported from several districts, including points near the Persian frontier, 

July 11th.—It was understood that the Government had informed the 
Council of Bondholders of the Ottoman Debt that, in accordance with the 
agreement concluded in May with the delegates of the bondholders, it was 
only obliged to pay one-third of the interest on the Debt from June, 1930, 
until the presentation of the report of M. Rist, the representative of the 
Council, who had been investigating the Turkish finances. 

July 12th.—News reached Constantinople that the Kurdish rebels had 
been severely defeated in the Lake Van district and at Aghridagh and several 
of their leaders killed. 

July 15th.—According to reports from Erzerum fighting was still going 
on in North-Eastern Kurdistan, and bands of Kurds were still holding out 
in the Mount Ararat district. 


U.S.S.R. 


July 5th—In his speech at the Communist Party Congress, Molotof 
referred to the necessity of creating a Communist party in India, and said that 
in China, out of 638 districts, 241 were affected by the revolutionary movement. 
Since the end of 1928 19 Soviet regions had been established, and 14 corps of 
“ Red ” fighting units and numerous partisan detachments could be reckoned 
upon in the country. 

July 7th.—Question of embargo on import of Russian timber into U.S.A. 
ports. (See Great Britain.) 

July 13th.—The Sixteenth Congress of the Communist Party closed with 
the election of a new Central Committee of 71 members, who, in turn, elected 
a new Politbureau composed of Stalin (who was re-elected Secretary-General), 
Kaganovitch, Molotoff, Kalinin, Voroshiloff, Kirov, Rykov, Kuibyshev, 
Rudzutak and Kossior. 


July 14th—Announcement re membership of Anglo-Soviet Joint 
Committee on Claims, etc. (See Great Britain.) 


U.S.A. 


July 3rd—The 71st Congress was adjourned until December. The 
President called a special session of the Senate for July 7th to deal with the 
Naval Treaty. 

The President wrote to the acting President of the Senate (Senator Moses) 
asking that the Naval Treaty should be dealt with at the earliest possible date 
in view of “ the national interest in having it brought to a conclusion ”’ being 
very great. 

July 7th.—Forty-eight members of the Senate attended the special session 
and listened to the message from the President in which he said that the only 
alternative to the Naval Treaty was competitive building, “ with all its flow 
of suspicion, hate, and ill-will, leading ultimately to disaster.” 

Representations to State Department re embargo on import of goods 
produced by convict labour. (See Great Britain.) 

July 8th.—Senator Swanson, the senior Democratic member of the Senate 
Naval Affairs Committee, who was Chairman of the Committee in 1916 (wher 
Congress passed the Bill creating “‘a new American Navy”) made a long 
speech in the Senate in which he began by saying that Great Britain had 
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induced the President to call a conference to prevent the carrying into effect 
of the policy exemplified by the 1916 programme and by the Fifteen Cruiser 
Bill of 1929, but went on to argue that the London Treaty gave sufficient 
protection to American interests. He dismissed as dangerous the ambition 
to bear the “splendid burden” of naval supremacy, and said that a just 
treaty providing for limitation of naval armament was the wiser policy. 
He was satisfied that America had parity with Great Britain in each class of 
ship, and concluded by stating that the Treaty made the United States 
more secure than Great Britain or Japan, and by it the United States obtained 
absolute naval supremacy in the entire Western Hemisphere. 

The Treasury ruled that six shiploads of lumber from Soviet ports imported 
by a lumber company of New York State should be admitted, as it had not 
been proved that the lumber had been produced by convict labour. 

July 10th.—The Senate spent all day discussing a resolution proposed 
by Senator McKellar two days previously, asking that all the secret corres- 
pondence and documents exchanged between the State Department and the 
U.S. Ambassador in -London regarding the negotiations preliminary to 
the opening of the Naval Conference, should be made public. Finally, the 
supporters of the Treaty secured the passing of an amendment, by 52 votes 
to 4, allowing the President to decide whether it was to the public interest 
or not to publish the documents. 

July 11th—The President sent a message to the Senate that he declined 
to transmit to it the documents and records relative to the Treaty, on the 
ground that it would be a breach of trust to do so. 

July 12th—The Commerce Department issued a balance sheet of inter- 
national business in 1929 showing that the private debts of U.S. citizens 
to foreigners totalled 7,500 million dollars (say, £1,500 millions), so that on 
absolute amounts America was the greatest debtor nation, on private account, 
in the world’s history, though one of the most important creditors on net 
balance. 


Yugoslavia. 

July 3rd.—The Decree was published sanctioning the formation of Banat 
Councils. The duties of members were limited to social and economic matters, 
and appointments were by Home Office decree (not election). 

The Government issued a communiqué announcing its programme and 
making it very clear that the form of administration inaugurated by the 
Manifesto of January 6th and the Law of October 3rd, 1929, was to be per- 
manent, and that the new organisation was to be final. By paragraph | of 
the communiqué the Skupshtina was dispensed with for ever, and Parliamentary 
institutions, including political parties, finally disappeared. 

June 14th—The Buigaro-Yugoslav Mixed Commission dealing with 
questions connected with the liquidation of estates cut by the frontier began 
its work at Vantze, 
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IV.—NOTICES. 


1. The International Communication Congress held in Warsaw closed its 
session on July 2nd. 

2. An International Railway Conference opened at Sinaia, Rumania, 
on July 2nd, and was attended by representatives of 17 countries. 


3. The International Trade Union Congress met in Stockholm from 
July 5th-11th. It decided to transfer the headquarters of the International 
from Amsterdam to Berlin. 

4. An International Tourist Exhibition was opened in Warsaw on 
July 6th. Official representatives from 30 countries were present. 

5. The first International Congress of Negro Workers opened in Hamburg 
on July 6th. It was organised by the Provisional International Trade Union 
Committee of Negro Workers, which had been formed at the second World 
Congress of the League against Imperialism. 

6. The International Load Line Conference, which opened in London on 
May 20th, finished its work on July 7th with the adoption of a Convention 
establishing uniform rules for the loading of all ships, which was signed by 
27 countries. These included Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
the U.S.A., and the U.S.S.R. 

7. The Tenth International Welding Congress opened at Zurich on 
July 9th, and was attended by 400 delegates from 20 countries. 


8. A Conference on Budgetary Control, organised by the International 
Management Institute, opened at Geneva on July 10th and was attended by 
delegates from 21 countries. 

9. An International Social Democratic Youth Congress opened in 
Copenhagen on July 12th. 

10. The World Congress of Radical Zionists was held at Lvow, Poland, 
from July 12th-14th. 


1930. V.—FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


July 16th-22nd Plenary Conference of - meemagmeman aes 
Union .. London. 


16th-26th 12th International Congress" on Secondary 

Education Brussels. 
17th International Conference of the World’s { Lyndhurst, 

Girl Guides and Girl Scout Association | England. 
18th *Sub-Committee on Arts and Letters .. Geneva. 
18th-19th General Meeting of International Union 

of Town and Local Authorities -- Antwerp. 


20th-25th | second Co of International Society Leningrad. 
26th-3ist |  ofSoil Experts.. ..  .. 
21st *Sub-Committee on Customs "eta 


22nd *Permanent Standard Committee of the 
Health Organisation .. Paris. 
22nd-30th. Fourth International Congress of Agri- 
culture .. London. 
23rd *Plenary Meeting of ‘Committee on Intel- 
lectual Co-operation . Geneva. 
22nd-30th Fourth World Poultry Congre London. 
23rd-3lst 9th Congress of the Sateeuntions! Student 
Service .. Oxford. 
25th-27th International Conference of Disabled 
Men’s and Ex-Soldiers’ Associations Paris. 
27th to Meeting of Boy Scouts International 
Aug. 2nd Committee 5 “a -s .. Kandersteg. 


Moscow. 


Geneva. 
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1930. 


July 31st 
to Liége. 


International Congress for Child Welfare. . 


Aug. 2nd 


July /Aug. World’s Grain Conference and Exhibition Regina, 
Canada. 
Aug. Ist Plenary Conference of International Mari- 


mburg 
Union 
World 


lon on 
ention 
ed by 
Japan, 


ch on 


tional 
led by 


ed in 


yland, 


lst-5th 


4th-7th 
6th-8th 
7th-10th 


9th-23rd 
12th-15th 


12th-15th 


18th. 
18th-19th 


19th-20th 


19th-23rd 
21st-22nd 


21st-22nd 
25th-30th 
25th 


25th-28th 
26th-31st 


28th 
28th-30th 


3lst 


31st 
end 


Ist-4th 
lst—6th 
lst-6th 
2nd 


4th 
4th 


4th-6th 
4th-7th 


time Committee. . rf ee -_ 

International Congress on Vocational 

22nd Universal Congress of Esperanto 

International Dental Federation Meeting 

Fourth International Congress on Family 
Education 

Congress of the International Employees’ 
Federation 

International Congress on the Ameliora- 
tion of Rural Life : ‘ji 

Second Pan-Pacific Women’s Conference 

Seventh Congress of International Union 
against Tuberculosis ; 

Sixth Congress of Post, Telegraph and 
Telephone eaten $ 

*Central Opium Board ° 

International Economic 
Conference 

*Mixed Sub- Committee of Fiscal Com- 
mittee and 4 snes se anand 
on Road Traffic 

International Conference _ of 
workers . 

*Sub- Committee of the Fiscal Committee 
regarding convention to avoid double 
taxation 

International 
Conference 
10th ey > Congress of Criminal 
n : 

*Sub- Coatenitiee on 
Measures 

*R ee Advisory Commission 6 - 

*Traffic in Women. Expert Enquiry in 
the Far East “s 

International Co-operative Conference .. 

Sixth International Meeting of the 
** Chevaliers de la Paix ’ : 

International Congress of Metal Workers’ 

Seventh North European Accidents 
Insurance Conference .. 

Sixth International Conference on Acci- 
dents and Industrial Diseases E 

International Public Service Conference 

*14th Session of the Advisory Commission 

on Trafficin Opium .. 
Congress of International Universities’ 
League of Nations Federation oe 
5th International Air Co ° 
International Typographical Conference 
36th Conference of a Law 
Association oe - 

*Financial Committee 

Council of the International Industrial 
Relations Association .. 

International Committee of International 
Migration Service 

Fifth Congress of the ” International 

Federation of Consulting Engineers 


Agricultural 
" Glass- 


Women’s Co-operative 


Veterinary Police 
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Antwerp. 
Luttich. 
Oxford. 
Brussels. 
Liége. 


Geneva. 


Liége. 
Honolulu. 


Oslo. 


Copenhagen. 
Geneva. 


Ithaca, U.S.A. 


The Hague. 
Stockholm. 


The Hague. 
Vienna. 
Prague. 


Geneva. 
Geneva. 


Geneva. 
Vienna. 
Nessonvaux, 

Belgium. 
Copenhagen. 
Oslo. 


Geneva. 
Kiel. 


Geneva. 
Geneva. 
The Hague. 
Amsterdam. 


New York. 
Geneva. 


Geneva. 
Geneva. 


Vienna. 
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1930. 
Sept. 4th-138th Summer School of International Federa- 
tion of League of Nations —_— a 
5th *60th Session of the Council . 
10th *1lth Assembly of the League = 
7th-9th General Conference of International 
Peace Associations . 
1lth-13th Seventh Meeting of Permanent Confer- 
ence for Protection of Migrants 
15th *Conference of iia eames Institute of 
Statistics ° ne 
15th *Supervisory Committee 
22nd-27th Congress of International Transport 
Workers Federation . “g s 
23rd-28th Fifth International Moral Education 
Conference cine ns bs 
25th *Health Committee .. i 
25th-28th Fourth International Conference on 
Individual Psychology ees 
26th-28th International Conference on “Applied 
Economic Science - 


pong \ 9th Congress of the lateniationsl Legal 
Oct. 2nd Committee on Aviation on 


Sept. 30th The Imperial Conference 
» 30th The Imperial Economic Conference 
Oct. 7th Conference of the International 
(2nd _ half) Federation of Intellectual Unions ° 
6th *International Conference on Lighting, etc., 
of Coasts 
” 6th 14th International Red Cross Conference 
»  ‘th-14th *International Congress for the Suppression 
of Traffic in Women and Children -_ 
» 14th International Permanent Commission of 
Agricultural Associations 
14th Tenth General Meeting of the International 
Institute of Agriculture 
15th-22nd 13th Congress of Hydrology, Climatology 
and Medicinal Geology. . 
16th. *Central Opium Board 
Round Table Conference on “Indian "Consti- 
tutional Reforms 
First International Conference on Safety i in 
Aviation .. ‘ 
3rd. *Preparatory Commission “for the Dis- 
armament Conference os 
» Sth International Railways Conference 
» 16th *International Conference on Unification ‘of 
River Law Se on o< es 


” 


” 


1931. 
Jan. 2nd-6th British Universities International Congress 
* League of Nations and International Labour Office. 


Geneva. 
Geneva. 
Geneva. 
Geneva. 
Geneva. 


Tokio 
Geneva. 


London. 


Paris. 
Geneva. 


Berlin. 
Brussels. 


Budapest, 


London. 
London. 


Cracow. 


Lisbon. 
Brussels. 


Warsaw. 
Rome. 
Rome. 


Lisbon ° 
Geneva. 


London. 
Paris. 


Geneva. 


Madrid. 
Geneva. 


Glasgow. 
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